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13. Comprehension

Things to Bear in Mind/Strategies to Employ

* Most of the exams these days are conducted online; so, you
need to have ample RCs practice on computer to pass this section
with flying colours. While attempting RCs online, you can’t
underline important points or mark different areas in the passage
and therefore, you need to hone your skills by practising regularly.

e Quickly skim through the passage before you read the passage
thoroughly or attempt the questions.

e Before you start reading the passage, go through the questions
that need to be answered. This will give you a fair idea about what
the passage talks about. Once you start reading the passage, you
can start locating the answers to questions.

e |t is very important to make inferences while reading the
passage because most of the questions are not asked directly.
Your understanding of the passage and its theme is of utmost
importance as it helps you eliminate the wrong options and pick
the right one.

e Before reading the entire passage, first, read the first and last
paragraph of the RC to have an idea what the author is saying in
the paragraph. This will help you in having an overview of the
whole passage.



e When you are attempting a question based on phrase, just read
the two-three lines above and below that phrase to have an idea
what is implicit from that phrase.

e |f there are questions on vocabulary then you should attempt
them first as it is quite easy to pick the antonyms and synonyms.
You don’t have to answer the questions in the order they appear
to you because in the exams, you can skip the questions and
move to the next one and again come back to the previous ones
as per your choice.

* [n most of the cases, elimination of choices works better than
selection of choices. You should try to eliminate those options
which are broad, narrow, odd and irrelevant to the question
asked. This strategy will help you reach the correct choice easily
along with high accuracy.

e Mark the answers only if you are sure of it and make sure you
don’t go for wild guess.

e Never use your past knowledge about the topic to answer any
guestion.

e Read articles in newspapers on regular basis to improve your
reading speed and vocabulary.



